Product Spotlig

Dasco Systems’ MiSim
Intelligent Printer Solution

BALL MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 15 A 400-BED HOSPITAL I MUMNCIE, INCHANA,
located approximately one hour north of Indianapolis. The institution is the flag:
ship of Cardinal Health System, an integraned
nerwork of hospitals, diagnostic centers,
FII...'II'HI.'I\'.‘iE\.. o FII'i:II1.1I.'_I.' cire phg.'xi:.'i:n
network, comprehensive rehabilita-
[0l SEFVICES, URZENT CLfe Cenlors,
andd managed care partmerships, It
i5 the only major medical facilicy in
the area and continues to be at the
forelront of using new medical
technologies.

O inpatient pharmacy department
has been wsing MeKesson STAR v, 10,23 sk
ware, including the McKesson ROBOT-Rx APS2
dispensing system, which we installed in November
1997 to process our IEEplus daly medicanon orders, Our
fncility operates 425 IV pumps, incuding the 34 Alaris auolD mod-
ules currently used on ICL, RCL, and CRL,

Two yvears ago, our ]'li1r|rm.1.|;g.' support sia if decaded o
upgrade our label printers from impact printers to modern ther-
mal printers. We chose thermal printers because they offer quiet
|.:|'H:|'.1Ii1:|||.. as well ag n-i:.r.- har codes and |‘|ij.|_]'|['!.' readable texr in
companson to impact printers. This addressed pharmacy's con-
cems about noise in the workplace while creating our complex
and highly customieed labels,

When Ball Memorial decided o purchase Cardinal Alaris pro-
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printer” solutions. Dasco and MiSim have vears of experience interfacing
Intermes intelligent printers with kab, pharmacy, and other health care informa-
tion systems. These system solutions for legacy or new pharmacy software print
all pharmacy labels, inchsding those for infusion pumps.

The MiSim "mtelligent printer” solution is a middleware application installed
on Intermec FingerPring printers. These printers contain an on-board program-
mable computer, and MiSim mbes the data stream from the host system and does
all the formatting of the kabel at the printer. The labels generated by the MiSim
s-:-Fnl.'u.rt im.'lude 21 'i}'l'l!ll."l::ll.'i thae i I.'hr seannecd |'|:.'_'| bar u:H,;le n:'.'u.irr .'|I:|;.1.-|.'|1{'|;|
1o our faciliey's Alaris pumps. Our pumps then use the information from the 2D
symbol to program their IV medication admindistration activities. Both Aztec and
DaraMarrix 20 symbologics are supported by the application,

The MiSim application also mcludes tables for valid units of measure, The appli-
canon checks the tables against the data from the host for another level of securioy,
[f a unit of measure is missing, mismatched, or nog supported by the pump, no 2D
symbaol is produced, 5o our pumps cannot be programmed automatically by an
impropery labeled [V medicaton, Even though our pharmacises check all TV labels
hﬂiﬂlrf uppl}'ing I'J!|L1I:'| Bk |I.'|r.71.‘|i.-;.‘:'|!i.-|:||1x. this dclded Ii.‘l.'l:'l. nr .\.1[1:!.1." 1= qp]"rﬂ'l.‘ll‘l;‘n:l..
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To generate the 2D symbol for the pump,
MiSim “reads” the label print data and

extracts the following information from the
host system: patient [D, order number, drug
alias for the |'lJ':'||:1 ary additive, dtu:; Armcsane
"""" and unies of measure for the primary additive,
total volume, and volume units of measure, The
resulting data is checked 1o insure thar required
L Fields are present, and each unit of measure is
¢ validated against those supported by the pump. If
all checks pass, a message is construcred and
encoded in a Datamatnx or Astec symbol in accor
" dance with Alaris's published interface specifica-
tion for the i I!|I|'l' s bar coade module,
From this information, the pump can
match the patient ID on the IV label 1o the
ID scanmed from the patient wristhand
- and calculate the final concentration of
the primary additive. Combined with
the manually entered or selected informa-
tion, the pump performs safety checks
through the Alaris GuardRails drug library,
The overall |h!|;ll'|l:n1rn1.al:il.:-|1 toak dbeoit
eight weeks, Minimal changes to the label
data stream from the McKesson STAR solt-
ware were reguired to allow the MiSim
application to construct 2D symbols. The
drig alias, drug amount, and units of measure for the primary additive required
by the Alaris pumps were sdded vo the data stream. We found thar Astec symbsols
wiere superior i Datamatrx symbals, interms of their ease of use on the curved
surfaces of the I'V bags,
Since implementing the Intermiec printers and the MiSim solution, our phar
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benefits of working wath Dasco’s program, s

Wit more than 30 years' experience in health care, Vicki M. Fervell currently
serives a5 the director of application support in Ball Mewiorial Hospital’s
informaltion systemts deparinent,

An empioyer of Ball Memorial Hospital for the past si years, Karen 5, Hiulson,
CPET, crirveritly serves as that facility's senior frlrarvricey plinchasing lechieran,

WHERE TO FIND IT:

or visit www.dascosystems.com
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